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Kinney Construction Services and Northern Arizona University
Win Crescordia and President’s Award at Arizona Forward’s
36th Annual Environmental Excellence Awards
PHOENIX, ARIZONA (September 2016) Northern Arizona
University (NAU), Kinney Construction Services, Inc. (KCS),
and RSP Architects earned the coveted Crescordia in
the Commercial & Institutional Buildings and Structures
category and the prestigious President’s Award for Special
Achievement in Environmental Excellence at Arizona
Forward’s 36th Annual Environmental Excellence Awards,
held in partnership with the Salt River Project (SRP). The
President’s Award is the event’s top honor.
Arizona Forward celebrated its 36th milestone anniversary of
this historic program. All categories were open to submittals
from anywhere throughout the Grand Canyon State.
“Previewing these projects located throughout Arizona is the
most inspiring part of my job,” Diane Brossart, President and
CEO of Arizona Forward announced to nearly 500 business
and civic leaders at the Saturday, September 10 gala. “Every
jury panel I’ve ever worked with in the 25 years I’ve been in
this position is truly amazed and enlightened at the quality of
work taking place in our state to create healthy, sustainable
communities that balance environmental quality and
economic prosperity.”
Some 100 nominations were received in Arizona’s oldest
and most prestigious awards competition of its kind,
demonstrating not only the priority of green design, but
a shared ethic to protect natural resources and build in
harmony with the environment. This year’s most popular
categories were sustainable communities, historic
preservation, and art in public places.
Arizona Forward and SRP presented 16 first-place Crescordia
awards and 26 Awards of Merit. Projects were recognized in a
range of categories, including: Governor’s Award for Arizona’s
Future; Healthy Communities; Buildings & Structures; Energy
& Technology Innovation; Site Development; Art in Public
Places; Environmental Education/Communication; and the
SRP Award for Environmental Stewardship.
Accepting the award on behalf of Northern Arizona
University, KCS, and RSP Architects were Mr. Tim Kinney,
President and CEO, KCS; Mr. Steve Schierenberg, Project
Architect, RSP Architects; Mr. Kelly Davis, Senior Project
Manager of Facility Services - PD&C; NAU; Dr. Rita Cheng,
President, NAU; Mr. Josh Spear, Project Manager of Facility
Services - PD&C, NAU; and Ms. Agnes Drogi, Director of
Facility Services - PD&C, NAU.

About Arizona Forward and the Environmental Awards
Since its inception in 1969 as Valley Forward and expanding
statewide in 2013, Arizona Forward has brought business and
civic leaders together to convene thoughtful public dialogue
on regional issues in an effort to improve the sustainability
of communities in the Grand Canyon State. Arizona Forward
membership is diverse and includes Arizona’s most prominent
large corporations and small businesses, municipalities,
and other government agencies, educators, nonprofits, and
concerned citizens.
Arizona Forward initiated the Environmental Excellence
Awards in 1980 to recognize outstanding contributions to
the physical environment of our local communities. This
signature program has grown significantly and now serves as
a benchmark for promoting sustainability, conserving natural
resources, and preserving our unique and diverse Arizona
environments for future generations.
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(From left to right) Mr. Tim Kinney, Mr. Steve Schierenberg, Dr. Rita Cheng,
Mr. Kelly Davis, Ms. Diane Brossart, Mr. Josh Spear, Ms. Agnes Drogi,
and Mr. William Allison at the Arizona Forward Environmental Excellence
Awards Gala on September 10, 2016.

Northern Arizona University’s International Pavilion

About the International Pavilion

About Northern Arizona University

The NAU IP is a new, two-story, 9,800 SF facility that has
received LEED Platinum Certification from the United States
Green Building Council (USGBC). By using natural airflow,
no traditional mechanical units, radiant heating, and an
enhanced approach to daylighting combined with a rooftop
solar array, the building has “NetZero” energy use - only the
third “NetZero” energy commercial building in the state and
first for a higher education institution.

Northern Arizona University (NAU) is northern Arizona’s
premier provider of higher education. NAU is a public
University offering undergraduate, graduate, and professional
degrees of high quality and societal value. Students are
at the center of the NAU experience, which is guided by a
dedicated and distinguished faculty committed to teaching,
individual engagement, and research excellence.

The IP serves as a dynamic event destination for NAU
and the Flagstaff community as well as a central, multiuse gathering and learning space for NAU’s International
House through the Center for International Education. An
intentional space designed to provide multiple opportunities
for student encounters with global perspectives; interactive
environmental and building use education; a focus for
campus-community engagement; and cultural exchange and
dialog, the IP is a regionally recognized and iconic learning
space that features multiple innovations in sustainable design
and construction.
NAU’s core global learning themes of sustainability, diversity,
and global engagement were intentionally integrated into
the design elements. The IP provides a new and unique
opportunity at NAU for partnering between academic;
administrative and facility stakeholders; and student
participants in the form of the NAU Green Fund Committee.
The project provided a nexus for the NAU Global Learning
Initiative (driven by faculty), the NAU Strategic Plan’s
commitment to sustainable building; the President’s Climate
Commitment Initiative; and the student-led NAU Green
Fund’s mission to provide support to promote a culture of
sustainability on campus. The outcome is a flexible design
that emphasizes places for student cultural exchange and
interactive learning spaces to understand the building, its
function, and its mission.
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The NAU International Pavilion is Flagstaff’s first Net-Zero Energy
commercial facility and is LEED Platinum certified by the USGBC.

NAU’s commitment to sustainability runs deep and is evident
in every aspect of its operations. The University boasts 10
LEED certified buildings/facilities to date; the list includes
the Applied Research and Development Building, Health
and Learning Center, Franke College of Business, Extended
Campuses Building expansion (built by KCS), Engineering
Building, Native American Cultural Center, Hotel and
Restaurant Management Building expansion, Liberal Arts
renovation (completed by KCS), South Recreation Fields, and
Residence Life Warehouse. NAU continues to inspire new
generations to leave the world a better place than in which it
was found as it leads by example.
About Kinney Construction Services, Inc. (KCS)
Kinney Construction Services, Inc. (KCS) is a premier
construction services firm specializing in commercial building
construction and renovation, civil construction, and renewable
energy projects.
Since our inception over 17 years ago, KCS has embraced
traditional as well as Alternative Project Delivery Methods,
including Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR), Design-Build,
and Job Order Contracting (JOC), because of their natural
fit with our collaborative culture. Our exceptionally talented
team consistently delivers on our promise of complete project
and client satisfaction.
KCS has long been committed to doing all things in an
environmentally and socially responsible manner, and our
projects demonstrate our commitment to creating healthy and
prosperous environments in which to live, learn, work, and
play. As a leader of Arizona’s green building movement, KCS
integrates sustainable building practices and construction
efforts into all projects, at a degree that is just the right fit for
each of our clients. To best support the firm’s commitment to
sustainability, KCS maintains LEED Accredited Professionals
in all divisions.
Notably, KCS has completed seven LEED certified projects.
This includes the recent completion of Flagstaff’s first
commercial Net-Zero Energy facility, the Northern Arizona
University (NAU) International Pavilion (pictured below), which
has received LEED Platinum certification from the United
States Green Building Council (USGBC).
KCS is licensed in Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada,
New Mexico, Texas, and Utah. KCS maintains their corporate
headquarters in Flagstaff and branch offices in Phoenix and
the Verde Valley. For more information, please visit the KCS
website: kinneyconstruction.net.

